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Apollo 9

Thomas Stafford
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STS 51B
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This poster commemorates the 6th Planetary Congress of the Association of Space 
Explorers (ASE). The Congress took place July 2-9, 1990 in Groningen, The Nether-
lands.  Bearing the authentic and original signatures of fifty-three of the participating 
astronauts from ten nations, it is part of a series of limited Collector’s Edition posters 
that have been produced and signed at each ASE Congress since the Association was 
founded in 1985. One hundred and nineteen posters were signed at the 5th Congress. 

The poster has two headings, the main heading in English at the top, with the Russian 
displayed at the bottom.  Around the periphery are printed translations of "Association 
of Space Explorers" in the native languages of all individuals who have flown in space. 
Clockwise, from upper left with English at the top, they include Vietnamese, Hindi, 
Bulgarian, Afghani, Mongolian, German, French, Romanian, Dutch, Czech, Arabic, 
Polish, Italian and Hungarian. The background is taken from NASA archive photo # 
83 HC 213 which has been used for each set of posters in the series.

The central image of the poster was painted by Dutch artist Kees Wolthuis and reflects 
the theme of the 6th Congress - "Space Brings People Together". It shows a communica-
tions satellite, the planet Mars, the Earth and Moon and two representatives of humanity 
in the vast new environment of space. The image bespeaks humanity's dependence on 
artificial life support as it explores the heavens without traditional sources of sustenance 
and the simultaneous challenge of finding a new direction for our evolution without 
traditional sources of reference and orientation. 


